


LEGAL PUBLICAIION
PUBLIC HEARINGS NOTICE

The Cleveland Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion (MPO), at its August 8, 2018 meeting, released draft re-
visions to the MPO’s Public Participation Plan (PPP) for pub-
lic review and comment. The draft revised Public Participa-
tion Plan is available for review at Cleveland Public Library,
the Cleveland/Bradley Chamber of Commerce, the Develop-
ment and Engineering Services Building (MPO office) at 185
2nd Street, N.E., and on the MPO website:
hitp J/clevelandtn. govllndex aspx?nid=153. MPO Coordinator
Greg Thomas can be reached at 423-479-1913, or gtho-
mas@clevelandtn.gov, for questions regarding the PPP. The
MPO Technical Coordinating Committee will hold a public
hearing on the PPP revisions November 7, 2018 at 10:00
a.m. The MPO will hold a public hearing on the PPP revi-
sions November 7, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. Both public hearings
will be in the City Council meeting room, 2nd floor, 190
Church Street NE, Cleveland, TN.

September 14, 2018
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CLEVELAND URBAN AREA
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

Public Participation Plan

Section 1 Introduction and Background

Transportation planning is a complex process involving many parties whose decisions must be
coordinated in order to ensure a cost-effective, smoothly functioning transportation system. The
Cleveland Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is charged with carrying out
this transportation planning process in Cleveland’s urbanized area, which encompasses much of
Bradley County and a small portion of McMinn County. This Public Participation Plan is
intended as a guide to the MPO in its efforts to keep citizens informed about transportation issues
facing their community and to give them opportunities for input and participation in
transportation planning and decision making as this process moves forward.

The Cleveland Urban Area MPO was established after the U.S. Bureau of the Census designated
the City of Cleveland and selected adjacent arcas of Bradlev County as an urbanized area
following the 2000 Census. This designation placed the Cleveland Urban Area under the
provisions of the Federal-Aid Highway Acts and the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as
amended. which require a “continuing, comprehensive and cooperative (3-C)” planning process
in all urban areas of more than 50,000 population.

Comprehensive transportation planning for the metropolitan planning area is carricd out under the
direction of the Cleveland Urban Arca Metropolitan Planning Organization. The planning
coordination is achieved through the concentration of responsibility under the direction of this
single agency, as depicted below.

MPO Executive
Board

Technical
Coordinating

Committee
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The Cleveland Urban Area MPO is composed of the following member jurisdictions that
constitute the MPO Executive Board:

- City of Cleveland

- Bradley County

- Southeast Tennessee Human Resources Agency
- State of Tennessee

= Annually rotating (McMinn County, City of Charleston, City of Calhoun)

The MPO Executive Board is responsible for the approval of three major MPO documents: the
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and
the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). In addition, they have the responsibility in
approving how federal and state transportation funds will be allocated within the MPO area for
planning, transit and other transportation system operations, and construction projects.

A Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC), which is composed of a diverse group of
transportation professionals, advises their respective Executive Board members on the technical
merits of each project. The TCC includes engineers, transportation planners and land use
planners from Federal, State and Local agencies, as well as representatives from local and
regional transit agencies and economic development interests.

The following agencies from these jurisdictions comprise the Cleveland Urban Area MPO
Technical Coordinating Committee:

- City of Cleveland Development & Engineering Services Department

- City of Cleveland Finance Department

- City of Cleveland Public Works Department

- Bradley County Planning Department

- Bradley County Highway Department

- Bradley County appointee

- MPO appointee for Bicycle/Pedestrian Issues

- MPO appointee for Charleston/Bradley County

- MPO appointee for Calhoun/McMinn County

- Cleveland/Bradley County Chamber of Commerce

- Southeast Tennessee Development District and Rural Planning Organization (RPO)

- Southeast Tennessee Human Resource Agency (SETHRA) and Cleveland Urban Area
Transit System (CUATS)

- Tennessee Department of Transportation

- Federal Highway Administration — Tennessee Division

- Federal Transit Administration

The MPO TCC is responsible for the technical review and recommendation of plans, projects and
programs to the MPO Executive Board. They are integral to providing information, data, project
lists, and finalizing documents for final approval and endorsement by the MPO Executive Board.
The MPO is also served by professional staff including the MPO Coordinator, who is housed
within the City of Cleveland Development and Engineering Services Department. The MPO staff
perform many of the day-to-day planning duties and functions, and work closely with the TCC
and MPO Executive Board on MPO related items.

A glossary of transportation terms is provided in Appendix G and should be helpful in further
explaining documents, terms, and activities which are part of the MPO planning process.
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